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Crossing Over

The 80-year-old story behind the documentary
"Sacco & Vanzetti" informs today's immigration
debate

An 80-year-old story of two Italian immigrants who were
electrocuted for murdering a warehouse security guard in
Boston in 1927 has been made into a movie, an opera by
one of Francis Ford Coppola’'s nephews and now a
documentary by Oscar-nominated filmmaker Peter Miller.
In "Sacco and Vanzetti," Miller explores the story that was
the headline grabber of its day, from their arrest through
Nicolo Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti's notoriously
prejudiced trial and eventual electrocutions. The film raises
guestions over how far America has come in our
generations-old immigration debate. The DVD release
came this week, the eightieth anniversary of Sacco and
Vanzetti's executions—and on the heels of drastic hikes in
fees for naturalization and citizenship application that went
into effect July 30. Some advocates are calling the surge a
systematic criminalization of immigration. In many ways,
the Sacco and Vanzetti story collides with current issues
and offers lessons.

"The Sacco and Vanzetti case took place at a time when
millions of immigrants were coming to America, and yet
when America was becoming increasingly hostile to its
new arrivals," Miller says. "Ours is a nation of immigrants,
and yet once again we’re scapegoating and targeting
those newcomers who want to come and be a part of our
society. In the 1920s Italians were looked upon with
hostility and contempt—have they been replaced today by
other ethnic groups?"
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